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Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NRSVU) 

The Parable of Weeds among the Wheat 
24 He put before them another parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his 
field,  
25 but while everybody was asleep an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and then went away.  
26 So when the plants came up and bore 

grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  
27 And the slaves of the householder came 

and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did 
these weeds come from?’  
28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ 

The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want 
us to go and gather them?’  
29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the 
weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them.  
30 Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

...................continued 
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Matthew 13: 36-43 (NRSVU) 

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Weeds 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the 

house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 
weeds of the field.”  
37 He answered, “The one who sows the 

good seed is the Son of Man;  
38 the field is the world, and the good seed 

are the children of the kingdom; the weeds 
are the children of the evil one,  
39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and 
the reapers are angels.  
40 Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end 
of the age.  
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will collect out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers,  
42 and they will throw them into the furnace 

of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone 
with ears listen! 

You will never influence the world by trying 

to fit into it. ~ Unknown 

 

Fabulous Finds Op Shop @ Hallsville 

9:30 to 1:00pm Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday. Cuppa and a chat always 

available.  

Other Lectionary Readings:  
Geneses 28:10-19a Isaiah 44: 6-8  
Psalms 139:1-12, 23-24  
Psalms 86 :11-17  Romans 8:12-25  

Happy people don’t tear each other down. 

Secure people celebrate the success of 

others. 

Peacel people spread calm, not chaos. 

Confident people uplift rather than 

cristicise.     ~ anon 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 We pray for people with colds and 'flu. 
 We give thanks for the freedoms which we enjoy. 
 We thank God for all the things which warm us - 

sunshine, a cuppa, heaters, blankets, love. 
 We give thanks for the healing Doug and Vinnie have 

experienced, and pray for their continued recovery. 
 We pray for our warming planet. 

Meg's Musings  

This week I watched the State Memorial Service held 
for Richard Scolyer. 

It was a moving tribute - from the Welcome To 
Country to reminiscences from Richards' 
children. But, for me, something was missing. 

There was no mention of God - no gratitude to God 
for all the giftedness Richard displayed; just gratitude 
towards Richard for what he had achieved. 

It felt to me that there is a layer of life which went 
unacknowledged - the God who gives life to each and 
every one of us. 

In choosing to ignore God, we make life seem so 
much smaller. Life becomes all about what we 
achieve, and what we leave behind. 

Instead, we can choose to focus on our relationship 
with God, and what He is calling us to do.... and look 
forward to the more complete relationship with God 
which awaits us when our earthly journey is 
complete. 

When we do that, we see life from quite a different 
perspective.  

Blessings from Meg 

Courage, scientific advancement, and 

making a difference. 

If my legacy was to continue beyond these 

words, I would be delighted and humbled 

to be remembered as a proud everyday 

Aussie who ‘gave it a crack’, and in doing so, 

inspired others to pursue their dreams and 

passions with humility, love and compassion. 
 

Enjoy your life and contribute to the 

things you are passionate about." 

"The questions you ask and the courage you 

show can change lives. ~ Richard Scolyer 
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Minister’s Reflection  
Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday: One Body, 
Many Gifts 
On Sunday 19 July, communities across the Uniting 
Church are invited to share in the fourth annual national 
celebration of Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday. 
Emerging from a decision of the 16 th Assembly in 
2022, this celebration invites us to give thanks for the 
rich tapestry of cultures and languages that make up 
the body of Christ, and to consider more deeply what it 
means to live our life and faith interculturally. 
Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday is more than a date 
in the church calendar. It is an invitation to look beyond 
our own familiar circles, to notice the culturally diverse 
communities around us, and to join in what God is 
already doing in the Tamworth region. It encourages us 
to receive cultural and linguistic diversity not as a 
challenge to be managed, but as a gift of the Creator 
God. 
I am encouraged that the Tamworth Regional Uniting 
Churches are serious about being a multicultural 
church. Peel Valley has made West Tamworth Uniting 
Church available to the Lutheran and Mor Aphram 
Syrian Orthodox Churches. Tamworth City has offered 
hospitality to members of the Fijian Methodist Church 
who have come to Tamworth through the PALM 
Scheme. Tamworth Southside has actively supported 
Festival La Peel and the multicultural ministry of the late 
Eddie Witham. 
These are signs of grace and practical expressions of 
welcome. They remind us that intercultural ministry is 
not simply about sharing space, but about sharing life: 
listening well, learning from one another, offering 
hospitality, and allowing our common life in Christ to be 
enlarged by the gifts of others. 
Resources for a full worship service, an Intercultural 
Neighbouring Sunday prayer, and suggested ways to 
get involved are available on the Assembly website. 
These resources call congregations to speak truthfully 
about racism; deepen Covenant relationship, truth-
telling and justice with First Peoples; and order ministry, 
leadership and resources inclusively and equitably 
across cultures. 
They also invite us to engage in prophetic advocacy for 
racial, social and ecological justice, and to live as one 
body with many members, where every gift is needed 
and every person belongs. 
As we mark Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday in 2026, 
may we celebrate with gratitude, repent where we need 
to, and recommit ourselves to being neighbours in the 
way of Jesus. 
Happy Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday! 

Reverend Geoff 
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