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Luke 24:13-35 (NRSVue) 
The Walk to Emmaus 
13 Now on that same day two of them were 

going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking 

with each other about all these things that 
had happened.  
15 While they were talking and discussing, 
Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him.  
17 And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk 
along?” They stood still, looking sad. 
18 Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have taken place there in 
these days?”  
19 He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned 
to death and crucified him.  
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it 
is now the third day since these things took 
place.  
22 Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, 23 and when they did not find 

his body there they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive.  
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures.  
24 Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women 
had said, but they did not see him.”  
25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 
you are and how slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have declared! …..continued 

 

Luke 24:26-35 
26 Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?”  
27 Then beginning with Moses and all the 

prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 
28 As they came near the village to which 
they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on.  
29 But they urged him strongly, saying, 

“Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.” So he 
went in to stay with them.  
30 When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 
it to them.  
31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him, and he vanished from their 
sight.  
32 They said to each other, “Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?”  
33 That same hour they got up and returned 

to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together.  
34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  
35 Then they told what had happened on 

the road and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
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Meg's Musings  

Over the past several weeks I have had huge 
numbers of forms to fill in. 

Forms for cataract surgery (X 2), forms for banks 
(endless), forms for medicare, forms to renew my 
drivers licence. 

I can choose to see this task as an imposition, and a 
chore. Or I can choose to see it as a privilege. 

The opportunity to have my eyesight dramatically 
improved is life affirming. 

The ability to continue to drive, and the independence 
that brings to my life, is a truly wonderful gift. 

When we choose to, we can be open to seeing some 
of the many gifts and opportunities God gives 
us....each and every day. 

Blessing from Meg 

CHURCH SERVICES  11am West  
26 April  ~  Meg Mangan 
 3 May  ~ Rev Geoff Flynn 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 We pray for rain for our parched region. 

 We pray that Beulah will settle into McKay House 
well, and continue to pray for all of our nursing home 
residents. 

 We pray for peace in the Middle East, and in 
Ukraine. 

 We give thanks for the many things which we so 
often take for granted. 

 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 (NRSVue) 
Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what 
I say. 
 
36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel 

know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.” 
The First Converts 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut 

to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 
do?”  
38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  
39 For the promise is for you, for your 

children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.”  
40 And he testified with many other 

arguments and exhorted them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.”  
41 So those who welcomed his message 

were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. 
 

As long as we have memories 

Yesterday remains, 

As long as we have hope 

Tomorrow awaits, 

As long as we have friendship 

Today is beautiful.   ~ anon 
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PEEL VALLEY CONGREGATION 

 Our goal:  

"To be transformed communities, experiencing, 
enjoying & sharing the gift of the   friendship of Jesus." 

 Mission: "Called to be Free, Gifted to Serve." 

 Minister:  Rev Geoff Flynn      0421 338 202 

  Rev Sam Sadrata   0431 216 188 

 Pastoral Care:  Meg Mangan   0476 375 989 

 Elder:  Margaret Crowell  

P.O. BOX 3315   WEST TAMWORTH 

Minister’s Reflection 

TRUC Ministers Reflection Easter 3 

There is something profoundly fitting about baptism in 
the season of Easter; because Easter is not simply 
about what happened to Jesus. It is about what now 
happens to us. 

In the gospel reading, the risen Christ walks alongside 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus but they do not 
recognise him. Their grief clouds their vision. Their 
expectations have been shattered. They had hoped… 
but hope, it seems, has died with Jesus. Yet, even in 
their unknowing, Christ is present. Christ walks with 
them. He listens to them. He opens the scriptures to 
them. 

This is often the way of resurrection - quiet 
accompaniment. Christ comes alongside us before we 
are ready to name him. Grace precedes recognition. 
Then comes the turning point: the breaking of the 
bread. “In the breaking of the bread, their eyes were 
opened.” It is not in argument, nor even in explanation, 
but in shared table, in embodied grace, that Christ 
becomes known. Word and sacrament. Story and table. 
Presence and recognition. 

This takes us to Acts. Peter stands before the crowd as 
one transformed by resurrection and Spirit. His 
proclamation cuts to the heart: “God has made him both 
Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” And 
the people as  the only question that matters: “What 
should we do?” Peter’s answer is striking in its 
simplicity and depth: “Repent, and be baptized  and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Repentance here is not moral shame, rather a 
reorientation. A turning toward the life of the risen 
Christ. And baptism is its embodied sign: dying and 
rising, belonging and becoming, incorporation into a 
new community shaped by grace. 

This past Sunday, we witnessed that mystery among 
us. In baptism, water becomes more than water. It 
becomes the sign of God’s promise; that nothing can 
separate us from the love revealed in Christ. That we 
are claimed before we can respond. That we are drawn 
into a story larger than ourselves. 

In some ways, baptism is our Emmaus moment 
because we often do not fully understand what is 
happening. Like those disciples, we may not yet 
recognise the fullness of Christ’s presence.  

And yet Christ is there meeting us, claiming us, opening 
a future we cannot yet see. 

….continued 

And like the crowd in Acts, baptism is also a beginning. 
“They devoted themselves,” the text tells us to teaching, 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer. Baptism 
is not an endpoint. It is an entry into a life shaped by 
these practices. A life where Christ is continually made 
known - in scripture opened, in bread broken, in 
community formed. 

There is also a quiet but profound connection between 
these two readings: recognition leads to response. At 
Emmaus, once the disciples recognise Christ, they do 
not stay at the table. They rise and return to Jerusalem. 
To witness, to share the good news. In Acts, once the 
people hear and are cut to the heart, they do not remain 
as they were. They are baptised, and they enter into a 
new way of life.  

Encounter with the risen Christ is never static. It always 
sends us outward. So we might ask ourselves: where 
have our eyes been opened? Perhaps not in dramatic 
revelation, but in small moments. in the breaking of 
bread, in the waters of baptism, in the quiet assurance 
of grace. 

And if Christ has been made known to us there, then 
we too, are sent. Sent to live as resurrection people. 
Sent to embody a hope that is deeper than despair. 
Sent to be a community where Christ is still recognised 
in word, in sacrament, in love. 

Because the risen Christ is still walking alongside us. 
Still opening the scriptures. Still made known in the 
breaking of the bread. Still calling people into the 
waters of new life. Our hearts, like those first disciples, 
are still being set ablaze. 

Amen. 

Rev Sam 

Fabulous Finds Op Shop @ Hallsville 

9:30 to 1:00pm Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday. Cuppa and a chat always available.  
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