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Jeremiah 18:1-11 (NIV)

At the Potter’s House

18 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD:

2“Go down to the potter’s house, and there | will give
g/ou my message.”

So | went down to the potter’s house, and | saw him
working at the wheel.

“ But the pot he was shaping from the clay was
marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into
another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.

>Then the word of the LORD came to me.
® He said, “Can | not do with you, Israel, as this potter
does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of
the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.

’If at any time | announce that a nation or kingdom is
to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed,

8 and if that nation | warned repents of its evil, then |
will relent and not inflict on it the disaster | had
Elanned.

And if at another time | announce that a nation or
kingdom is to be built up and planted,'® and if it does
evil in my sight and does not obey me, then | will
reconsider the good | had intended to do for it.

1 “Now therefore say to the people of Judah and
those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the LORD says:
Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a
plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each
one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.’

"So we shall let the reader answer this question for
himself: who is the happier man, he who has braved

the storm of life and lived or
he who has stayed securely on shore A ‘

and merely existed?" ~Hunter S. Thompson
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Philemon 1-21 (NIV)

! Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— ?also
to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—
and to the church that meets in your home:

% Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksglvmg and Prayer

4 always thank my God as | remember you in my
prayers, °because | hear about your love for all his holy
Eeople and your faith in the Lord Jesus.

| pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be
effective in deepening your understanding of every good
th|ng we share for the sake of Christ.

"Your love has given me great joy and encouragement,
because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the
Lord’s people.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

® Therefore, although in Christ | could be bold and order

you to do what you ought to do, °yet | prefer to appeal to

you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—

an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus—
that | appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who

became my son while | was in chains.

" Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has
become useful both to you and to me.

12 am sendlng him—who is my very heart—back to
you. 1 would have liked to keep him with me so that he
could take your place in helping me while | am in
chalns for the gospel.

“But | did not want to do anything without your consent,
so that any favor you do would not seem forcedbut
Would be voluntary.

!> perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a
I|ttle while was that you might have him back forever—
®no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a
dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to
you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.

So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me.

'8|f he has done you any wrong or owes you anything,
charge it to me.

°|, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. | will pay |t
back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 2
do wish, brother, that | may have some benefit from you
in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ.?* Confident of
your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do
even more than | ask.

2 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me,
because | hope to be restored to you in answer to your
prayers.

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends
you greetings.”* And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas
and Luke, my fellow workers.

**The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

. enjoy & share the gift of the friendship of Jesus
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IN OUR PRAYERS

lead our worship over the next six months.

> We pray that Beth Scorgie will receive the medical attention, and

rest, which she needs at the moment.

» We continue to pray for lan Blanch.
> Please pray for the recipients of the Operation Christmas Child

boxes, and also for their families.

> Rain has become a talking point in almost every conversation at

the moment. We pray for rain for our region.

We give thanks for the people who have accepted the invitation to

Jim Newton is filling a chaplaincy role on a cruise ship for about a
month. We pray that he and Heather are having a wonderful time.

Meg's Musings

It is now three months since the unrest in Hong Kong began.
Seeing hundreds of thousands of residents joining together in the
pouring rain to support each other was an awesome sight.
There have been times when a few of the younger protesters
became more confrontational, but on the whole, the protesters
have been peaceful and patient.

Walking together under a "roof" of umbrellas seems an unlikely
way to achieve change, but it certainly made an impact on many
people watching from the comfort of our lounges, and thousands
of kilometers from the protests.

The residents of Hong Kong had to "count the cost" in order to
attend such a protest, as they were being filmed, and facial

Luke 14:25-33 (NIV)
The Cost of Being a Disciple
% Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning
to them he said:
26 “|f anyone comes to me and does not hate father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my
disciple.
" And whoever does not carry their cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple.
8«Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't
you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you
have enough money to complete it?
2% For if you lay the foundation and are not able to
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule
you, ** saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t
able to finish.’
31 «Or suppose a king is about to go to war against
another king. Won't he first sit down and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose
the one coming against him with twenty thousand?
%f he is not able, he will send a delegation while the
other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of
peace. .

In the same way, those of you who do not give up
everything you have cannot be my disciples.

recognition technology could be applied to the footage. I\
What are we ready to take risks for?
Blessings from Meg qé! >
The Cost of DIsciplesnip
And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me J

cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:27 (NIV)
This puzzle is based on Luke 14:25-33 (NIV)

1
ACROSS DOWN
2. To form something by 1. To take someone as a model; to
combining materials or parts; to imitate
construct _ 3. A wooden structure consisting
3. The amount paid for a of an upright with a horizontal
something; the price beam
6. Fighting between two or more 4. A very tall, narrow building, or
countries part of a building
7. Coins or currency used to buy 5. The opposite of war
Rk 8. A male ruler in some countries
9. A follower of Jesus
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Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (NIV)

1You have searched me, LORD,
and you know me.

2You know when | sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

% You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways.

“ Before a word is on my tongue
you, LORD, know it completely.

®>You hem me in behind and before,
and you lay your hand upon me.

®Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain.

3 For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

14 praise you because | am fearfully and
wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
| know that full well.

1> My frame was not hidden from you
when | was made in the secret place,
when | was woven together in the depths of the
earth.

% your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your
book
before one of them came to be.

" How precious to me are your thoughts, God!
How vast is the sum of them!

B\Were | to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when | awake, | am still with you.

. enjoy & share the gift of the friendship of Jesus
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