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2 Samuel 7:1-14a (NIV)

God’s Promise to David

7 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD

had given him rest from all his enemies around him, he

said to Nathan the prophet, “Here | am, living in a house

of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”

®Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in

mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”

“ But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan,

saying:
®“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD
says Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in?

®| have not dwelt in a house from the day | brought the
Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. | have been
movmg from place to place with a tent as my dwelling.
"Wherever | have moved with all the Israelites, did |

ever say to any of their rulers whom | commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me
a house of cedar?”
“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the
LorD Almighty says: | took you from the pasture, from
tending the flock and appointed you ruler over my
people Israel. °I have been with you wherever you
have gone, and | have cut off all your enemies from
before you. Now | will make your name great, like the
names of the greatest men on earth. "°And 1 will
provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them
so that they can have a home of their own and no
longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oPpress
them anymore, as they did at the beginning ** and have
done ever since the time | appointed leaders over my
people Israel. | will also give you rest from all your
enemies.
“The LoRD declares to you that the LORD himself will
establish a house for you: **When your days are over
and you rest with your ancestors, | will raise up your
offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood,
and | will establish his klngdom ®*He is the one who
will build a house for my Name and | will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever. 1 will be his father, and
he will be my son.

Psalm 89:20-37 (NIV)
| have found David my servant;
W|th my sacred oil | have anointed him.
My hand will sustain him;
surely my arm will strengthen him.
2The enemy will not get the better of him;
the wicked will not oppress him.
28| will crush his foes before him
and strike down his adversaries.
24 My faithful love will be with him,
and through my name his horn will be exalted.
%% will set his hand over the sea,
h|s right hand over the rivers.
%% He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father,
,,mY God, the Rock my Savior.’
" And | will appoint him to be my firstborn,
the most exalted of the kings of the earth.
28 will maintain my love to him forever,
and my covenant with him will never fail.
9 will establish his line forever,
his throne as long as the heavens endure.
%04 his sons forsake my law
and do not follow my statutes,
%Lif they violate my decrees
and fail to keep my commands,
21 will punish their sin with the rod,
thelr iniquity with flogging;
% put 1 will not take my love from him,
nor will | ever betray my faithfulness.
1 will not violate my covenant
or alter what my lips have uttered.
% Once for all, | have sworn by my holiness—
and | will not lie to David—
% that his line will continue forever
and his throne endure before me like the sun;
%7it will be established forever like the moon,
the faithful witness in the sky.”

Forward Planning Operation Christmas Child. If you
notice any bargains suitable for children 3-14, it
might be worth setting them aside for the boxes.
Clothing, toys and pencils etc are all suitable.

Remember to look at your glass half full and not half
empty. A lot of my strength comes from God. God has
given me a gift - the gift of life - and it's amazing
that I live each day. ~ Mattie Stepanek
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

26 July ~ Beulah Fenwick
(95 years young)

26 July ~ Sue Budden

27 July ~ Amity Debenham
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22, 1% Sunday of the month

q" Sunday of the month
~ Luncheon @ West ~ Markets @ Hallsville
3" Sunday of the month

~Trading Table @ West Tamworth

. enjoy & share the gift of the friendship of Jesus
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IN OUR PRAYERS

> We give thanks that Patrick is making a good recovery, and pray that
his return home is a safe and happy one for him.

» We pray for Bronwyn Monckton who has had eye surgery this week.

> We pray for rain, and for everyone who is dependent upon it.

» We pray that all members of our congregation stay well
throughout this chilly winter.

Meg's Musings

nice thing to do.

the Holy Spirit.

our modern, competitive world.

to respond to God's invitation.

| spent last weekend at an Emmaus Walk in Armidale. The weather
was freezing, but the fellowship was warm.
Spending 72 hours out of contact with our crazy world was a really

We enjoyed worship, discussion, fun, fellowship, and the presence of

We also enjoyed one anothers' company. | had never met many of
the attending, but it was good to share together, and to get to know
each other. There was a feeling of belonging which is often absent in

But the most special part was knowing that we had been drawn
together by God to get to know Him better.

That can happen anywhere, and at any time. But it is very special to
be with other people who have also set the time aside 7Ry

Blessings from Meg

Getting Away from It All

Then, because so many people were coming and going that
they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them,
"Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some
rest." So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary

place. Mark 6: 30-32
Puzzle is based on Mark 6:30-34
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ACROSS
5. The early followers of Jesus

6. To take solid food through the
mouth

7. Without noise or activity

8. To give knowledge or skills to
others

DOWN

1. A small vessell for traveling on
water

2. Alarge group of people

3. Any group of men, women, and
children

4. To take a break from activity

CHURCH SERVICES

29 July ~ Service at West followed by
A SURPRISE DESTINATION for our lunch!

Mark 6:30-34,53-56 (NIV)

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

% The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to

him all they had done and taught.

% Then, because so many people were coming and

going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he

said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet
lace and get some rest.”

?So they went away by themselves in a boat to a

solitary place.

*But many who saw them leaving recognized them and

ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of

them.

% When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had

compassion on them, because they were like sheep

without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many

things.

> When they had crossed over, they landed at

Gennesaret and anchored there.

> As soon as they got out of the boat, people

recognized Jesus.

**They ran throughout that whole region and carried the

sick on mats to wherever they heard he was.

*% And wherever he went—into villages, towns or

countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces.

They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his

cloak, and all who touched it were healed.

Ephesians 2:11-22 (NIV)

Jew and Gentile Reconciled Through Christ

" Therefore, remember that formerly you who are
Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those
who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in
the body by human hands)— *? remember that at that
time you were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of
the promise, without hope and without God in the world.
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

1 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two
groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing
wall of hostility, ** by setting aside in his flesh the law
with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus
making peace, *°and in one body to reconcile both of
them to God through the cross, by which he put to death
their hostility.

" He came and preached peace to you who were far
away and peace to those who were near. ¥ For through
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

1% Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also
members of his household, ?° built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the chief cornerstone.

2111 him the whole building is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in the Lord.

22 And in him you too are being built together to become
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Reconciliation is a decision that you take in your
heart. ~ Ingrid Betancourt

. enjoy & share the gift of the friendship of Jesus



