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Acts 16:9-15 (NIV)

9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of

Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to

Macedonia and help us.”

19 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to

leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us

to preach the gospel to them.

Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi

' From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for

Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis.

2 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony

and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we

stayed there several days.

30n the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the

river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We

sat down and began to speak to the women who had
athered there.

* One of those listening was a woman from the city of
Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was
a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to
respond to Paul’'s message.

*When she and the members of her household were
baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me
a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my
house.” And she persuaded us.

John 5:1-9 (NIV)
The Healing at the Pool
5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one
of the Jewish festivals.

2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool,
which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades.
®Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.
5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-
eight years.
®When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he
had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him,
‘Do you want to get well?”
’“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into
the pool when the water is stirred. While | am trying to
get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”

Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and
walk.”
? At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and
walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath,

He went walking and leaping and praising God
Walking and leaping and praising God

In the name of Jesus Christ

Of Nazareth, rise up and walk

“Listen to your heart, it will guide you on the right path.”

Psalms 67 (NIV)

! May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face shine on us—

%50 that your ways may be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations.

¥ May the peoples praise you, God:;
may all the peoples praise you.

“*May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you rule the peoples with equity
and guide the nations of the earth.

> May the peoples praise you, God;
may all the peoples praise you.

®The land yields its harvest;
God, our God, blesses us.

"May God bless us still,
so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Revelations 21:10,21:22-27, 22:1-5 (NIV)

1% And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain
great and high, and showed me the Holy City,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.

2| did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

% The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is
its lamp.

**The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their splendour into it.

%> On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be
no night there.

% The glory and honour of the nations will be brought
into it.

2 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who
does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Eden Restored

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of
life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb

2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each
side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
®No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will
serve him.

4They will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads.

®There will be no more night. They will not need the
light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God
will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

"When many voices are speaking at once, listen to the
one most quiet and gentle. That's the one worth
listening t0". ~ Miranda Linda Weiz

. enjoy & share the gift of the friendship of Jesus
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PRAYER OINTS

We continue to pray for Audrey, Laura and Moses.

We also continue to pray for Myra.

We pray for farmers who are concerned about the lack

of rain, feed and water.

» We pray for all ministers of this parish, past and present.

» We pray for the residents of our local nursing homes, and especially
Nancye Porter, Viv Chaffey, George Lunnay and Margaret Pryor.
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Meg's Musings

The reading from John 14 talks about the coming of the Holy Spirit. It
promises that the Holy Spirit will teach us everything, and remind us of
all that Jesus taught.

That is a pretty amazing promise!

Then why don't we hear it all, and "know it all"? | am certain that it is
not because Jesus reneged on his promise. So what other explanation
can there be?

We hear clearly the strident, repetitive election talk - we often try to
“tune out" to it. So why don't we hear the Holy Spirit?

Could it be that we don't listen to the Holy Spirit in the right way?

To hear the Holy Spirit we must listen with our souls and with our
hearts. Only then will we hear what the Holy Spirit has to say to us.

That listening takes practice and patience. Are you ready 7%
to spend time listening with your heart? \ &

Blessings from Meg @g;/,

John 14:23-29 (NIV)

 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to
them and make our home with them.

24Anyone who does not love me will not obey my
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they
belong to the Father who sent me.

* “AII this | have spoken while still with you.

6 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remmd you of everything | have said to you.

" peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.

%vyou heard me say, ‘1 am going away and | am coming

back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that |

am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.
% have told you now before it happens, so that when it

"Surrender is faith that the power of love can
accomplish anything... even when you can not foresee
the outcome.” ~ Deepak Chopra

"Your heart is your compass. Follow it!" ~ Samira Trust

"Spirituality is not to be learned by flight from the
world, or by running away from things, or by turning
solitary and going apart from the world. Rather, we
must learn an inner solitude wherever or with
whomsoever we may be. We must learn to penetrate
things and find God there." ~ Meister Eckhart

Faith is...

Putting all your eggs in God's basket,
then counting your blessings before
they hatch.~ Romana C. Carroll

KEEP SMLLING,
IT MAKES PEOPLE
WONDER WHAT
YOU'RE UP To.

CHURCH SERVICES

6 May 6pm pm Hallsville ~ Trevor Forrester

8 May 8.30 am Gowrie ~ NO SERVICE

8 May 9am Hallsville ~ Meg Mangan HC
8 May 1lam West ~ Suzanne Holloway

Peace of Mind and Heart

[ am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And
the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don't be

does happen you will believe.
face

troubled or afraid. John 14:27 (NLT) sidki
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ACROSS DOWN
3. To have a deep feeling of 1. To receive a sound using your
affection toward a person ears
6. Have a feeling of fear 2. Parts of a language which can
7. Atime when people live and be spoken or written

work together happily without 4. To carry out or fulfill a

violence command, order, or instructions
8. A place where someone lives;a 5, To give instruction to others
residence.

PEEL VALLEY CONGREGATION
Our goal: "To be transformed communities, experiencing, enjoying &

sharing the gift of the friendship of Jesus."

Mission: "Called to be Free, Gifted to Serve."
Pastoral Care: Meg Mangan 0466 337 005

Elders:  Margaret Crowell Barbara Murray Doss Wark
Ross Davidson Bruce Jarrett

"Nobody can hurt me without my permission.”
— Mahatma Gandhi
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4" Sunday of the month
~ Markets @ Hallsville
24 April

., 1% sunday of the month
\ ~ Luncheon @ West
3" Sunday of the month
~Trading Table @ West Tamworth

. enjoy & share the gift of the friendship of Jesus



